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not enter the service of the Mint until 1558, several
years after its establishment. He was employed as an
engraver, principally of dies for medals and jettons, and
is credited with having introduced improvements in
coining methods, the nature of which are not known.
But while he may have improved it, there is no reason to
suppose he invented the larninating-rnachine. Schlosser's
suggestion 21 that Olivier was the inventor, seems equally
without foundation,

The Monnaie du Moulin was not in operation many
years as a coining establishment. Several causes com-
bined to hasten its cessation. Henry II, who was its
patron, died in 1559. The opposition of the ancient
corporation of rnoneyers was fierce and bitter. Olivier
found that the work of striking medals was more lucrative
than that of coining. And in 1585,22 the year before
Aubin Olivier's death, coining by the mill was formally
prohibited by an edict of Henry III, the machinery being
subsequently employed exclusively for the production of
medals and jettons.

(3) FIKST COINAGE BY MACHINERY IN
(1561-1572).

Shortly after her accession in 1558, Queen Elizabeth
instituted measures for the reform of the English
currency, which was in a deplorable condition owing
to the great prevalence of base and clipped coins.
About this time one Mestrell, possibly a disaffected or
discharged workman from the Paris Mint, came to

21 Op c#,p 122.

32 Traitedes Monoyes, par Jean Boizard (1st ed., 1692 , 2nd ed., 1714),
p. 158